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SUBJECT: US-UK CONSULTATIONS WITH NKOMO 

1 . WE ARE CONCERNED BY REUTERS REPORT THAT NKOMO AT JULY 6 
NEWS CONFERENCE SAID CONSTITUTION FOR RHODESIA SHOULD BE 
DISCUSSED ONLY AFTER SMITH WAS DEFEATED AND A TRANSITIONAL 
GOVERNMENT DRAWN FROM GUERRILLA MOVEMENT WAS INSTALLED. 

SAME REPORT INDICATES LOW-GRAHAM MEETING WITH NKOMO WAS 
POSTPONED TO JULY 7 FOR UNSPECIFIED REASONS. 

2. ALTHOUGH LUSAKA UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE ANALYTICAL CABLE EN 
ROUTE, IF REUTERS REPORT IS CORRECT AND MEANS THAT NKOMO 
IS INDEED REFUSING TO PROVIDE CONSTITUTIONAL PROPOSALS 
PROMISED EARLIER, WE BELIEVE PROMPT ACTION SHOULD BE 
TAKEN WITH PRESIDENTS KAUNDA AND NYERERE IN EFFORT HEAD OFF 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 157288 

SNOWBALLING EFFECT NKOMO'S POSITION COULD HAVE. WE WOULD 
APPRECIATE REACTION OF FCO LONDON AND CONSULTATIVE GROUP 
LUSAKA SOONEST, GIVEN NEED TO MOVE QUICKLY TO PROVIDE 
COORDINATED INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUCH APPROACHES. 

3. GIVEN NATIONALISTS' PENCHANT FOR MAKING RADICAL PUBLIC 
STATEMENTS WHILE STILL COOPERATING IN NEGOTIATING PROCESS, 
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WE APPRECIATE IT QUITE POSSIBLE NKOMO MAY STILL GIVE 

CONSULTATIVE GROUP HIS CONSTITUTIONAL PROPOSALS TOMORROW. 

NONETHELESS WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANALYSIS OF IMPACT HIS 
PUBLIC POSITION WILL HAVE. VANCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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